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John Minnis 
editor and Publisher

A re you sick and tired of 
bad news? So are we. 
That is why we have 

decided to launch a new publication — 
and business — in “the depths of the 
depression,” at least that is what some 
folks call it.

We cannot help but think that 
negativity is a self-fulfilling prophecy, 
and we are talking ourselves into 
a funk. True, home values have 
declined, but I don’t plan on moving. 
are you? Didn’t think so. The upside 
of lower home values is that homes 
are more affordable for young people, 
for couples starting families. and that 
is what we need today, more families 
and young professionals moving into 
the Pointes.

yes, the Grosse Pointes are still a 
great place to live. They are an oasis, 
an eden surrounded by the former 
glory of Detroit. The motor City is 
poised for a comeback. and as Detroit 
leads the way into a post-industrial 
society, so america’s other great cities 
will follow. We are the pioneers.

We do not need to tell you to 
take a walk around the Pointes to 
admire their beauty, charm and 

changelessness. Folks do walk in 
the Pointes, something unique for a 
“suburb.” Grosse Pointe is also the 
“pet capital of the world.” next time 
you are sitting on your porch or going 
for a walk, count the number of dogs 
being walked. you would be shocked!

Grosse Pointe continues to be 
blessed with great schools, parks, 
clubs, churches, cities and police. 
Those things have not changed nor 
gone away. There is plenty to be 
optimistic about.

We ask  that you consider all that 
while enjoying our inaugural issue of 
Pointe magazine. every two months, 
we will bring you an endless supply of 
good news and features and full-color 
advertising from our many wonderful 
and loyal businesses.

even today amid all the “bad news” 
there is reason to celebrate living — 
and marrying — in Grosse Pointe. We 
hope to hear from all of you as the 
days and issues and years go by.

comes
home

magazine
Pointe

on pointe

5

We cannot help but 
think that negativity 
is a self-fulfilling 
prophecy, and we are 
talking ourselves into 
a funk. 
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&Tim Cathy’s
Wedding

Grosse Pointe — where dreams come true!
john minnis

W hen planning a 
wedding, the choices 
and decisions are 

endless. But, in the end, Grosse 
Pointe tradition and elegance were 
the deciding factors for Tim and 
Cathy mcGuire.

Cathy attended St. Clare of 
montefalco and Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Catholic Schools. Her parents, 
Louis and jean Fox, live a stone’s 
throw from Star of Sea, though they 
still call St. Clare of montefalco their 
parish.

Tim was born at Bon Secours 
Hospital (now Beaumont-Grosse 
Pointe), but his parents, Frank and 
Sonja mcGuire, moved the family to 
Florida before returning to Detroit.

Tim and Cathy considered a 
“destination wedding” on mackinac 
Island or St. john’s, but decided it 
would be too hard on people.

“The traditionalist in both of us 
brought us back to my roots,” says 
Cathy. “It (St Clare of montefalco) 
is the parish I grew up in. That’s the 
traditional thing to do, to get married 

Tim and Cathy (nee Fox) mcGuire found  
St. Clare of montefalco, GPyC perfect combination

at the bride’s church.”
“The murals,” Tim adds. “I fell 

in love with them. The suburban 
churches don’t have that.”

anne Berschback at St. Clare of 
montefalco helped the mcGuires plan 
the wedding ceremony performed by 
Father james Sheridan.

avid sailors (they competed against 
each other in the Port Huron to 
mackinac Race), the couple wanted 
a reception venue near — or on — 
the water. They considered Infinity 
and Ovation yacht Charters in 
St. Clair Shores, but thought the 
accommodations small for the number 
of people they planned inviting. They 
also checked out the Grosse Pointe 
War memorial, but felt the Crystal 
Ballroom was a little small for their 
needs. also, they wanted to be married 
within a year.

“you had to book the room so far 
in advance,” Tim says of the War 
memorial.

The ultimate venue stared them in 
the face every time they drove up Lake 
Shore: the Grosse Pointe yacht Club. 

St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic 
Church with its murals, opposite 
page, and side altar made the perfect 
place for Tim and Cathy to take their 
vows.
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(Cathy’s brother and sister-in-law had 
their reception at the yacht club after 
being married at The academy.)

“The drive up Lake Shore,” Cathy 
says of the GPyC. “For year’s I’ve 
looked at it. every time I looked at the 
Grand Ballroom at the yacht club, I 
dreamed of having my wedding there. 
The Grosse Pointe yacht Club is like a 
dream wedding. It was my castle for a 
day.”

Further, the mcGuires found the 
yacht club was not that expensive 
considering the locale and the 
amenities. “When you look at other 
venues, it is not that much more 
expensive,” says Tim, a software 
programmer who put all the wedding 
expenses in a spreadsheet. “and 
for us as sailors, it was prefect.” 
(He is president of microCODe 
Incorporated, an automotive software 
company.)  

Cathy’s bridal shower was held at 
the Grosse Pointe Hunt Club, where 
the Oriental salad was “to die for.” “It 
was nice,” says Cathy. “I like the Hunt 
Club.” Tim adds, “There are not many 
places that have a working equestrian 
club in an urban area.” 

‘If you are going to 
have a wedding at 
the yacht club, you 
can’t have chicken 
piccata. you have to 
go for the fillet.’
Besides the accommodations, the 

best thing the Grosse Pointe yacht 
Club had to offer was wedding planner 
joyce miller. “She was amazing,” 
Cathy says. “almost everybody we 
used was recommended by joyce at 
the yacht club.”

The mcGuires went with Bellisario 
Florist of Eastpointe for their florals 
and Pro D.j. Services of Grosse Pointe 
Woods for their music. marco antonio 
Photography was their photographer. 
Print Xpress on mack in the Woods 
was an invaluable source for place-
setting cards.

“The options were overwhelming,” 
Cathy says of the choices available 
at the GPyC. Tim adds, “That’s 
the problem. What are you going 

to do? That’s where joyce was 
indispensable.”

a mid-june wedding, the couple 
decided on a cocktail hour outside 
near the docks while they were getting 
photographed. Sailors themselves, 
they were worried some would crash 
the party, but fortunately there 
were no regattas that day. “The hors 
d’oeuvres and drinks outside were 
fantastic,” Cathy recalls. “We didn’t 
get to see it, but I heard it was great.”

The meal choice was a no-brainer, 
says Cathy: “If you are going to have 
a wedding at the yacht club, you can’t 
have chicken piccata. you have to go 
for the fillet.”

The mcGuires say there is nothing 
they would change about their Grosse 
Pointe wedding except for where 
they spent their wedding night — at a 
midtown hotel.

“I thought I had a room with a 
view,” which he didn’t, Tim says. 
“The whole area shuts down for the 
weekend. We would have stayed the 
whole weekend in the Pointes, but you 
can’t. There’s no place to stay.”

The powers that be are working on 
that!

Tim and Cathy enjoy an intimate bridal dance in the darkened Grand Ballroom of the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club.
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A i yamasaki 
spoke very 
little english 

when she walked into a 
third-grade classroom  in 
Grosse Pointe. She had 
lived in japan with her 
parents, nobuko and 
Hiroshi yamasaki, before 
the family moved here. 
“Because I was a little kid, 
it took me less than a year 
to learn english,” she said. 

ai will graduate this 
spring from university 
Liggett School with a 4.0 
grade point average and 
a fistful of applications 
to prestigious schools: 
Harvard, yale, Princeton, 
johns Hopkins university, 
Tufts university and the 
university of michigan. 
She has already been 
accepted at michigan.

“I’m thinking about 
biology, but nothing in 
particular yet,” she said. 
“I’m a science person. I 
love biology, physics and 
math. maybe I’ll go into 
medicine. my dad is a cardiologist at 
St. john Hospital.”

During her high school career, 
ai has excelled academically, but 
she also been a member of two of 
uLS’s sports programs since sixth 
grade. She plays field hockey in the 

fall, lacrosse in the spring. She also 
takes private violin lessons and 
is a member of the Philharmonic 
Orchestra, one of Detroit’s Civic 
youth ensembles. She also plays the 
flute.

While at uLS, ai earned the marie 
Curie Science award. She was named 

a Terrill newnan Scholar, 
given for academic 
excellence, all three years. 
She was inducted into 
the French Honor Society 
as a sophomore and she 
is a member of the Cum 
Laude Society. She has also 
earned the mount Holyoke 
Book prize and the 
Harvard Book prize. She 
took home two medals in 
statewide competitions for 
solo and ensemble work 
with the Philharmonic 
Orchestra.

ai served as class 
president during her 
sophomore year at uLS 
and was JV field hockey 
team captain. 

In spite of her impressive 
high school career, ai 
said that valedictorian 
is not her ultimate goal. 
“Valedictorian would be 
nice,” she said. “But there’s 
more to school than high 
grades. It’s important to 
balance sports and music 

with academics.”
“If I take the medical track, I can 

see myself (10 years from now) on 
the way to opening a practice or 
working in a hospital with patients 
and doctors. But college first. College 
is for trying new things. I hope I can 
find my own niche.” 

Class of 2010Pointe magazine’s Top Grads

Ai Yamasaki

margie Smith

P

J ake Osborn 
spent the spring 
semester of his 

junior year in Washington, 
D.C. working as a  u.S. 
Senate page. Those who 
watched President Obama’s 
State of the union speech 
last February might have 
spotted him dressed in a 
blue suit, white shirt and 
navy  tie, lined up against the 
wall in the House chamber 
with his fellow pages.

“The job of pages is to 
look good and aid u.S. 
senators,” he said. “We made 
photocopies, got water for 
the senators, ran errands 
and took messages. It was 
grunt work. We lived in 
dorms and school was hard. 
Very hard.” jake, who says 
he’s highly motivated when 
the work gets hard, said his 
grade point average went 
higher during his term as a 
page.

“The experience showed 
me I don’t want a career in 
politics,” he said. “Politics 
does bad things to good people. 
Politics can be nasty.”

jake, a senior at university Liggett 
School, has a GPa of  3.78, and has 
applied to 11 colleges, including 
uCLa, the university of California 
at San Diego, Colorado College, the 

university of michigan, Columbia 
university, nyu, michigan State and 
Kalamazoo College. “I really want to 
go to Columbia,” he said, “but that 
may be a stretch.” jake is the son of 
Deb Waldmeir and jim Osborn, both 
of Grosse Pointe Farms. 

He has been on uLS’s 
academic honor roll 
for three years. He’s a 
snowboarder, scuba diver 
and golfer. He plays second 
base and center field on 
uLS’s baseball team, and 
he’s a member of the 
school’s swimming team. 

Playing the piano is an 
important part of jake’s 
life. He has taken lessons 
since he was a preschooler 
and plays everything from 
Beethoven to what he called 
“modern stuff from films 
and a little bit of jazz.” 

“I’ve witnessed a lot of 
bad and good while in high 
school. I’ve seen alcohol 
abuse, drug abuse, wild 
crazy parties, DuIs and 
mIPs, kids making bad 
choices. I decided I needed 
to be myself and not worry 
about what others think of 
me. That won’t matter in 10 
or 20 years.”

jake hopes to go to 
medical school. He’d like 
to minor in engineering, 

probably mechanical engineering. 
“I’m very analytical,” he said. 

Where does he see himself in 10 
years? “Chief surgeon at a prestigious 
medical center, leading, performing 
operations, teaching, saving lives — 
living near the ocean.”

university Liggett School

Jake Osborn

P
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Where I live : Grosse Pointe Park.

Where I work: Detroit Obstetrics, 
Gynecology and Infertility (founder).

my title: Obstetrician and Gynecologist 
with interest in Infertility.

my alma mater: university of South 
Florida, College of medicine in 
Tampa.

are you a bigfan of your school's 
athletic teams: I love football and 
tennis. I play golf casually but hate 
to watch it. It's too slow.

Out of the office, I spend most of my 
time: Dividing my time between my 

career and family. I sincerely want 
to help patients make confident 
decisions about their healthcare 
and their lives. now having young 
children, I have given up most 
other interests that I indulged in, 
such as tennis, exercise and hiking.
Passions: my passion has shifted 
toward understanding my son, who 
is autistic and his beautiful mind. 
Cole's thoughts, likes, dislikes are all 
secrets. It's a rewarding puzzle that 
each day I get closer to completing.

Outside interests that could become a 
second career: Whitewater rafting, 
water skiing, travel. The focus at 
home is my relationships with my 
family, including my parents.

name  Dr. Kristina m. mcLean
age  39
Location  Grosse Pointe Park
Occupation  Obstetrics Gynecology

Meet 
Kristina

Quick Hits
Dog or cat: Love Dogs!

Restaurant or meal at home: It's 
more fun to prepare food toge 
ther as a family or with friends.

Beer, wine or iced tea: all. It's great 
to be versatile and enjoy what 
most fits the occasion and setting.

Beach, pool or spa: Beach, as there 
is more to offer such as sand, 
shells, fish and waves.

Golf, tennis or boat: Tennis is my 
favorite because of the energy 
involved and that it is fast-paced.

macy's or Beall's: neither. I hate 
shopping.

Small bio: Born in Tampa and 
grew up in disadvantaged neigh-
borhood with limited means. 
Worked as a waitress at Outback 
Steakhouse in Tampa to pay 
for my entire college education, 
since my parents couldn't afford 
it. Continue to work several jobs 
through medical school and later 
married my husband Glenn. Have 
three children; Grant, Cole and 
Sophie.
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I f you are looking to add 
new interest to your 
garden this year, consider 

these plants that earned 2010 all-
america Selections honors based on 
superior performance in test gardens 
throughout the country.

Gaillardia “Mesa Yellow” will 
add a blanket of three-inch daisy-like 
flowers which will bloom continuously 
throughout the summer. mature plants 
reach 20 to 22 inches when planted 
in a full sun garden location. Its 
neat mounding and controlled plant 
habit make it ideal for small gardens 
and containers. This hardy beauty 
is relatively maintenance free and 
resistant to severe weather conditions 
such as wind and rain. The flowers will 
attract butterflies and can be cut for 
casual bouquets. 

Zinnia “Zahara Starlight Rose” 
is a stunning combination of old and 
new. Its rose and white bi-color flower 
provides a new twist for this vintage 
class of annuals. Beginners will find it 
easy to grow as it is resistant to heat, 
drought, leaf spot and the bane of 
lesser zinnias - powdery mildew. The 
sun-loving plants reach about 12 to 
14 inches in maturity and are covered 

with 2.5-inch blooms all season long.  

Snapdragon “Twinny Peach” 
brings both unique shape and color to 
the species. It is snapdragon without 
the snap because its double flower 
form does not have the jaws or joints 
to snap. another distinctive quality 
is the pastel color combination of 
peach, yellow and light orange. no 
other snapdragon offers this range 
of colors. Like all snapdragons, the 
sun-loving ‘Twinny Peach’ will flower 
with abundance all season with 
little maintenance. The dramatic 
flower spikes make stunning indoor 
bouquets.

Marigold Hybrid African 
“Moonsong Deep Orange” stands 
out in a crowd. Its intense deep orange 
flower brings bright fade-resistant 
color to the garden. The flower size 
ranges from 2 ½ to 3 ½ inches and 
has fully double blooms - making it 
one of the best in its class. These full 
sun annuals are heat and drought 
resistant. The old blooms will be 
covered with green foliage which 
keeps the plant looking neat and fresh 
throughout the summer. One caution: 
too much fertilizer will result in large 
green plants with few flowers.

Beth Quinn

Make your
garden
a winner!

The flower size ranges from 2 ½ to 3 ½ 
inches and has fully double blooms 
making it one of the best in its class. 

P
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petspointe

Lorie Johnson welcomes 
your hi-res Pointe Pets 
pictures at P.O. Box 
36429, Grosse Pointe, 
MI 48236 or e-mail 
lorieleejohnson@
sbcglobal.net

Paris

Paris the golden retriever lives 
with his “mom,” Ronda Rudnick 
in Grosse Pointe Woods.

Lovingly known as Big Bad Ben, 
he is still remembered with deep 
affection. Randall Cain.

murphy, beloved German 
Shepherd mix with the satellite 
dish ears, Lorie johnson.

In memory 
Big Bad Ben

In memory 
murphy

ashley shares her home in 
Grosse Pointe Woods with 
Richard and Caroline Caste.

ashley In memory
Penny Sue

In memory
mitzi mae

Penny Sue shared her home with 
john and Terry minnis, now of 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

mitzi mae shared her home with 
john and Terry minnis, now of 
Grosse Pointe Woods.



pointe personality restaurantguide
restaurant guide

Imbrone’s Italian Grill
(313)555-1304 • Kercheval, TheVillage
(313)555-8602 • Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe
Imbrone’s Italian Grill features flavorful, handmade Italian dishes prepared to 
order in a lively exhibition kitchen. Guests enjoy Imbrone family recipes handed 
down for generations including our signature Crispy Calamari, Fresh Prince 
Edward Island Steamed Mussels, homemade lasagna and a variety of fresh fish, 
seafood and meats cooked over a wood-fired grill.
Visit www.pointe-magazine.com.

Hours of Operation:
monday- Thursday: 4 pm-1O pm   |   Friday 4 pm-11 pm
Saturday 3 pm- 11 pm   |   Sunday: noon- 10pm

Cheeser’s Palace Cafe and Catering
Chocolate and Cheese Shop
(313)555-9431· mack ave., Grosse Pointe Woods
Cheeser’s Palace Cafe is located in the heart of historical Grosse Pointe Woods. 

The Cafe's commitment to quality food and creative presentation makes it a 
great dining experience. Breakfast features specialty omelets, crepes, freshly 
baked muffins, scones and much more. Lunch offers an array of choices from 
specialty salads and sandwiches to homemade soups. Try the tantalizing desserts 
of homemade cakes and freshly baked strudel. make a special trip to the Cheese 
Shop which features a wonderful variety of imported cheeses. you surely don't 
want to miss the handmade chocolate truffles. Plan your next party or meeting 
at Cheeser's in the private dining area. Cheeser’s Palace also offers Full Service 
Catering.
Visit www.Cheesers.com for more information.

Hours of Operation: Tuesday- Saturday: 7:30 am-3 pm
Sunday: 7:30am-2 pm   |   Closed mondays

Copacabana Cafe
(313) 555-9000· Charlevoix, Grosse Pointe Park
The energy and delicious cuisine arrived to Grosse Pointe in the form of 
Copacabana Cafe. Located in the historic downtown area, Copacabana entices 
you to sample a large variety of homemade food and beverages while enjoying 
the authentic music and atmosphere. Try the La Paella Valenciana seafood plate 
or the Roast Pork with a side of fried plantains. For a lighter meal, taste the 
Sandwich Cubano on fresh Cuban bread and an order of black beans. Top off the 
meal with a cup of Cuban coffee or the delicious Flan napoli tano dessert. Select 
beer and wine are available. Visit Copacabana for breakfast, lunch or dinner a day 
trip to the Caribbean.

Hours of Operation: Breakfast: Friday- Sunday: 7:30 am- 10 am 
Sunday-Thursday: 11 am-9 pm  |  Friday- Saturday: 11 am-10 pm

Pointe 
magazine

Pointe 
magazine

Pointe 
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pointe calendar

may2010

•    West Park Farmers Market opens 
   at 9 a.m., Best Dressed Friend Contest
   11:30 a.m. (Western attire)
•  Grosse Pointe Woods Family Bike 

Tour, all day

•  Lake Front Park summer hours begin
•  Grosse Pointe Farms Park Hours 

change to 5 a.m. -  midnight

•  Grosse Pointe Neighborhood Club 
Women’s Slowpitch Softball season 
begins

•  Lecture Series
    Dr. George Bornstein at the Grosse 
Pointe South School Library, $10 
general admission, 7:30 – 9 p.m.

•  Grosse Pointe Public School System 
ChariTea Bear Tea Party at the Family 
Center

•    Grosse Pointe Park pools and splash 
pad open

• Grosse Pointe Farms pools open

• Lake Front Park pools open
•  Grosse Pointe South High School 

Senior Prom at Roostertail, 7 p.m.

 •  Grosse Pointe Public School System 
ChariTea Bear Tea Party at the Family 
Center

•  Memorial Day, all schools, city offices 
closed

•   Grosse Pointe Woods Memorial Day 
Ceremony at “Circle of Honor”, 10 a.m.

• Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 10 a.m.

•  Pajama Party ft. the Merry Music 
maker and Kitzee Coo Coo (ages 2-8 
and families) at the Lavins activity 
Center

01 06 07

08
• Mother’s Day

13 13

16
19

• West Park Farmers Market 
   Tailgate Treasures    
   extended hours 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

22

23 3029

june 2010

•  Grosse Pointe Woods Teen Swim, 
9 – 11 p.m.

•  Grosse Pointe Public High Schools 
Senior exams begin

•  West Park Farmers Market Best 
Dressed Friend Contest, 11:30 a.m., 
(Cutest Bathing Suit Contest)  

• Last Teacher Duty Day, end of semester
•  Grosse Pointe Woods summer pool 

hours begin, daily lap swimming begins

• Jack Boni Family Perch Derby at
   Lake Front Park, 9 a.m.  • Fourth of July fireworks at Parcells 

Field

•  Flag Day

03 12 14

17
•  Grosse Pointe Public School System 

half day for elementary and middle 
schools

18
19

26 27

SaTuRDay

SaTuRDay

SunDay

SunDay

THuRSDay

THuRSDay

WeDneSDay

SaTuRDay

FRIDay

THuRSDay

SaTuRDay

THuRSDay

THuRSDay

SaTuRDay

FRIDay

SaTuRDay

mOnDay

SunDaySaTuRDay

SunDay

calendar
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Travel Exercise

Tanning Alarms/Heating/AC
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Pete Waldmeir,  
long-time columnist, 
lives in Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

pete’s pointe

C elebrity residents — even 
the odd Mafia chief — are 
nothing new to the laid-

back Grosse Pointes. Auto barons 
and governors with cutesy, catchy 
nicknames like Hank the Deuce and 
Soapy have headlined the social 
register. Sports and entertainment 
personalities of all types have sunk 
roots here to relax in what one of them 
once described as the “ambulance” 
(ambiance?) of the tidy neighborhood.

But really, how unique are the Grosse 
Pointes? Well, present and former 
headliners like G. Mennen Williams 
and Henry Ford II, Steve Yzerman, 
Kirk Gibson and Anita Baker aside, 
here’s a wager that’s guaranteed to win 
you a mug of suds in any sports bar in 
the country. Which community in the 
United States has three owners of $1 
billion dollar National Football League 
franchises living on the same lake, 
within a brisk jog of each other? 

The lake, of course, is Lake St. Clair. 
Naming the first two is kinda easy – 
Detroit Lions owner William Clay Ford 
Sr. (Hank the Deuce’s kid brother) and 
Buffalo Bills founder and owner Ralph 
C. Wilson Jr. — both reside on Lake 
Shore Road, a field goal apart in Grosse 
Pointe Shores. The third is the catch.

Does the name Bowlen ring a bell? 
Probably not. Unless you’re a Denver 

Broncos fan. The Bowlen family (the 
mom, three brothers and a sister) 
have owned the Broncos since 1987. 
The sister, Mary Elizabeth Bowlen 
Jagger, wife of investment adviser 
John C. Jagger, lives on the lake north 
of Cadieux Road in the City of Grosse 
Pointe.

The Grosse Pointe ownership angle 
has become even stronger as the 
years passed. Wilson, a co-founder 
the American Football League, once 
owned a piece of the Lions, which he 
sold to Bill Ford Sr. before planting 
the first Bills franchise in Buffalo. And 
the Bowlen family’s Broncos, also one 
of the AFL’s groundbreakers, were the 
first team from the upstart league ever 
to beat an NFL team. That victim: Bill 
Ford’s Lions, back in 1967. 

Incidentally, Wilson’s Buffalo Bills 
and the Bowlen family’s Denver 
Broncos both can claim neighborhood 
bragging rights for an accomplishment 
that Lions have yet to achieve. The Bills 
and the Broncos each have appeared 
in four Super Bowl championship 
games. Yep, neither ever won one. But 
the Lions haven’t even come close to 
making it to the Big Dance.

Small world, these Grosse Pointes. 

Sports and 
entertainment 
personalities of all 
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in what one of them 
once described as the 
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